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Appendix G: General Summary of the Nevada Schools STEM Survey Results 

 

In late 2014, the Educational Resources and Strategic Planning Subcommittee of the STEM Advisory 

Council distributed an anonymous survey to teachers across the 17 school districts in Nevada.   

 

Almost 2,000 individuals responded to the survey. A brief summary of the survey respondents is 

presented below:   

 81 percent of the respondents were teachers while 12 percent were administrators. 

 50 percent worked in elementary schools, 21 percent worked in middle schools, and 25 percent 

worked in high schools. 

 50 percent came from large urban school districts, while 20 percent came from rural school districts. 

 85 percent of respondents indicated that they have been teaching for more than 6 years.  

 

Three summary points emerged from the survey results.   

 

STEM Education in Nevada’s K-12 system is fairly limited.  

 Only 25 percent of respondents indicated they offer STEM education in classroom during the day. 

 Only 35 percent of respondents indicated that their school offers STEM education.   

 Only 23 percent said that STEM education has been integrated as something other than adding 

additional science and mathematics instruction/courses into the school coursework/curriculum. 

 Only 24 percent indicated that STEM curriculum in the classroom/school was multidisciplinary so as 

to include integrated STEM lessons in all content areas (e.g., project-based learning, thematic units). 

 Only 15 percent of respondents said that their school offered engineering courses or projects during 

the school day, and only 41 percent indicated that their school offered STEM computer-

based/computer science activities, classes, or courses.  

 More than half (55 percent) of the respondents said that the students in their school were regularly 

challenged by complex problems related to real-world scenarios. 

 Only 27 percent of the respondents indicated that the students in their school were regularly involved 

in STEM competitions (e.g., chess, Mathematics Olympiad, Future Cities, Bridge Building).  

 Only 20 percent of respondents said students in their school are regularly involved in after-school 

STEM clubs or activities. 

 Only 11 percent of respondents said their school has a STEM coordinator.  

 Only 22 percent of respondents said they have been encouraged to teach STEM at their school. 

 

 

More professional development resources, as well as other resources, are needed to support 

teaching STEM in schools. 

 Around 42 percent of respondents attributed the challenge of integrating STEM education in their 

school to a lack of professional development opportunities; 62 percent said it was a lack of funding. 

Roughly 50 percent said the challenge stemmed from inadequate time in the school day, and 46 

percent it was a lack of physical infrastructure.  

 Only 31 percent of respondents said they had access to STEM education-focused professional 

development opportunities.  

 Only 14 percent of respondents indicated that there were any intrinsic or extrinsic rewards to teaching 

STEM at their school. 

 When asked why their school did not offer engineering or computer-based/computer science 

activities, respondents said: 

o There was insufficient time in the school day, particularly given other teaching 

requirements/demands (e.g., Common Core, literacy and math); 



 

 

o The school lacked sufficient resources (e.g., computers, funding for after-school programs, 

field trips, etc.); 

o Teachers and staff lacked relevant expertise; and 

o Few professional development opportunities exist to adequately train/prepare teachers. 

 

Few public-private partnerships exist to support STEM education in the K-12 system.  

 Only 7 percent of respondents indicated their school has a STEM business industry partner involved 

with STEM education at their school. 

 Business industry partners tend to participate in STEM education in the following ways: By providing 

funds for robotics clubs and field trips, and by providing STEM specialists to participate in Career 

Days and Science Fairs.  

 

 

 A complete copy of the results from the survey can be found at 

http://www.doe.nv.gov/Boards_Commissions_Councils/STEM_Advisory_Council/2015/Jan

uary/Support_Materials/ under STEM Survey 
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