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MINUTES

Name of Organization:                Broadband Task Force Legislative & Policy Workgroup

Date and Time of Meeting	         March 11, 2016, 1:00 P.M. 

Place of Meeting:		         Governor’s Office of Science Innovation and
				         Technology (OSIT)                    
                                                    100 N. Stewart Street, Suite 220 
                                                    Carson City, NV 89701

The following numbers were used for the teleconference: 

Northern:  775-687-0999
Southern:    702-486-5260

 Access Code:   70987 – then push #

I. Call to Order/Roll Call 
Britta Kuhn, Subcommittee Chair 

Ms. Kuhn called the meeting to order at 1:02 pm. 

Members Present: Britta Kuhn, Denise Inda, Jim Earl for Shannon Rahming, Jeff Fontaine, Randy Robinson and Randy Brown.   The chair received a notice from Ms. Rahming with respect to attendance by proxy.

Members Absent: Caleb Cage

Guests Present: Lou Holland, Lindsey Harmon, Mark Feest, Jim Endres

Staff Present: Dale Ann Luzzi

II. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item.)

There was not public comment.

III. Discussion on Work Groups Responsibilities and Deadlines (For Possible Action)  
		Britta Kuhn, Subcommittee Chair

Ms. Kuhn told the Subcommittee that report was due to the Governor by June 30, 2016. She then read parts of the executive order to the subcommittee that should be considered:  
· evaluate current and future needs of broadband in Nevada
· evaluate the capacity of the existing broadband infrastructure and the capacity of existing private broadband infrastructure. 
· provide recommendation to the Governor on priorities for expansion
· assess state policy for conduciveness  for broadband build out including right of way policies and pole attachment policies 
· access local polices for conduciveness for broadband build out including commercial and residential applications 
· how to improve coordination between local and state entities 
· provide recommendations to the Governor to reduce regulatory burdens.
· advance any other policy recommendation as established in the state Broadband Action Plan. 


IV. Review Current Statutes Limiting Nevada Department of Transportation 
		Britta Kuhn, Subcommittee Chair

Ms. Kuhn provide the subcommittee a list of policies for the group to review and discuss.  This included adoption of the Utah Department of Transportation model to facilitate broadband expansion, differences between the two states, and a review of what would need to be changed.   

A discussion was held with respect to whether a “Dig Once” Policy should be adopted at the state level, or if it was something better suited for local adoption.  No recommendations were adopted.

Finally, a discussion was held with respect to enabling NDOT to enter into public-private partnerships and expanding their options in this regard. No recommendations were adopted.
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V. Review Applicable Utah Statutes Facilitating Broadband Expansion
		Britta Kuhn, Subcommittee Chair

     Lou Holland discussed aspects of the Utah model as well as Arizona’s statutes.

VI. Discussion on Possible State Initiatives and Local Initiatives
		Britta Kuhn, Subcommittee Chair

A discussion was held with regards to the organizational changes that could be implemented to enable ongoing broadband coordination and planning at the state level.  No recommendations were adopted. 

A discussion was held whether tax incentives were possible or not, or if the state universal services fund could be utilized.  Changes are currently underway at the FCC that would affect the states and it was suggested that this be held until the FCC issues new rulings.  

A discussion was held with respect to changing certain statutes in the NRS, particularly with respect to statutes governing the State’s Information Technology Department, as many of these statutes pertain to old technology.  More research needed to be done.

VII. Discussions for Next Steps (For Possible Action)  
		Britta Kuhn, Subcommittee Chair

Ms. Kuhn will draft a list of the issues that were discussed today and what which one more information is needed.  

VIII. Set Date for Next Meeting and Discuss Possible Agenda Items
(For Possible Action)  
		Britta Kuhn, Subcommittee Chair

The next meeting was scheduled for March 22, 2016 at 9:00 am.

IX. Public Comment (No action may be taken upon a matter raised under public comment period unless the matter itself has been specifically included on an agenda as an action item.)

There was no public comment. 

X. Adjournment

Ms. Kuhn adjourned the meeting at 2:20 pm. 
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